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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors and

stakeholders to find out all about what

has been happening over the past

term here at Samuel Laycock School!

We would like to take this opportunity

to wish all of our pupils, staff and

families all the very best for

Christmas.
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INTERACT 
WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re

doing here at Samuel Laycock

School via our Facebook page

and through our weekly blogs.

The New Bridge Group Twitter

and Facebook pages also provide

regular updates from across the

New Bridge family. We love to

see your feedback and comments

and look forward to sharing our

activities and adventures with

you!
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We have had a fabulous and extremely busy term at Samuel

Laycock. During the summer holidays the grounds were

transformed by the construction of an outdoor classroom to

house the newly implemented Horticulture pathway. To

accompany this was the development of the horticulture

area which includes a polytunnel and a number of raised beds

for the pupils to enjoy planting. The pathway is already a

huge success with the pupils and staff and we look forward

to seeing this area of school develop and strengthen. 

There have been a significant number of school trips this term

as we focus on how we can enhance and enrich the

curriculum. Pupils in Year 7 enjoyed a transition day at the

Children’s Adventure Farm Trust in Cheshire whilst other

pupils in KS3 made a visit to Manchester city centre and have

been shopping in the local area to develop important life skills. 

Pupils accessing the pathways at KS4 have been as far afield

as Castle Hill in Huddersfield to develop creative photography

skills, the RHS Bridgewater Garden in Salford for inspiration

for planting and growing, the Royal Exchange Theatre in

Manchester to perform with other pupils from schools across

Greater Manchester and the Manchester Donkey Sanctuary

to become acquainted with the lovely animals there. We

have also developed links with Castleshaw, an outdoor

education centre in the Peak District National Park and pupils

attend weekly sessions exploring the great outdoors. 

We are also very proud of the way our pupils are applying

themselves in class and we are seeing a significant impact on

pupil progress following the implementation of the new



curriculum across both Key Stages. Their efforts and resilience in the classroom never

cease to amaze me and it is such a privilege to work with the pupils and staff every

day. 

I would like to welcome Andrew Grainger to Samuel Laycock School. He will be leading

the Sports and Outdoors curriculum and we are really excited to see how this area of

school will develop and grow under his leadership.  I would also like to welcome Zain

Atiq and Grace Woodhead who started with us during this term supporting the pupils

within the classroom. They are making a difference every day. Lucy Ryan has been

appointed as the Senior Administrator and Amar Saleem as the new IT technician and

both roles are really key to the smooth, efficient running of the school. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and peaceful

Christmas and to thank you all for your continued support. 



Message from the Chair 
of Governors 

Samuel Laycock joined New Bridge in April 2022, having had support with

seconded staff for a year or so before that. We have seen great changes in

the school over the last year and a half, all for the better.

As governors, we are pleased with the introduction of the new curriculum, and

this term we have really seen the benefits as the teachers and pupils take on

board the curriculum. We have meetings each term with the pathway leads,

and can clearly see the progress pupils are making due to the measurement

tools we have in place.

The governors also take an active role in the school, reading on a regular basis

to the pupils, and attending the various open days and projects, such as the

enterprise days and the upcoming school pantomime.

We are also pleased to see the variety of activities in school - music, MMA etc

- and trips that our pupils can enjoy and benefit from.

We look forward to seeing the future growth of the school and the pupils

reaching their potential.

Best Regards

Martin Nield



bRemembering Casey Leckeyb
We heard, late this term, the dreadful news that Casey

Leckey had died.  

Casey was one of our Year 10 pupils and loved by all.  

She was such a popular girl and a real inspiration for all of us.  

The shock that went through school was palpable and our

prayers and thoughts are with Casey’s family at this terrible

time.

We all have our own memories of Casey but here are the

words of one of the teachers that taught Casey throughout

her time at Samuel Laycock.

“I remember the first time I met Casey. Year 6 children and

their parents were visiting their new school and classroom

and she confidently started getting things out and playing.  

I remember thinking “We’ve got a cheeky one here!”  

It was great having her in my class.  

She was funny,

enthusiastic and lively, and

was never short of friends;

at breaktime I’d see her

walking around with

children from year 7 to

year 11.  

When she was isolating,

she completed lots of

work and I was so

impressed. It’s been a

pleasure knowing her.”  

Miss Marlor



Professional Photographer
Visit 

The Digital Pathway have had a visit

from a professional photographer, and

the experience is best summed up by

the photographer himself...

“I have photographed so many events

and worked with many amazing

people this year. However, this

opportunity to work with you all was

my favourite by a country mile. Your

efforts and attitude made it so special

- thank you to you all for your

heartwarming welcome. You are all

stars with the potential to make a

huge difference in this world.” 

Mike 

Check out everybodysperfect.co.uk to see some of Mike’s work.



“I’m a Teacher, Get
Me Out of Here” 

Staff members were subjected to eating meal worms,

drinking tuna shakes, the marshmallow challenge,

amongst other things…

...all in the name of

Children in Need.

The pupils had a

great time

cheering them on.

We also raised

money for Children

In Need by the

pupils wearing their

own clothes and a

raffle and a bake

sale.



The Horticulture pathway is new

to Samuel Laycock this

academic year. We are very

excited about all of the

opportunities that the young

people will have access to, both

on and off site. This term, the

young people went to visit

Wood Bank Park Community

Allotment, where they got to

look around the huge polytunnels and got lots of ideas for what

they have started to grow in our

own polytunnel, which was

erected over the summer

holidays at school. 

The pupils had a small talk with

one of the leaders of the

allotment about what they

wanted for our polytunnel and

what sort of things they want

to learn about. Many pupils

mentioned the herb garden as

the smell was so lovely. The

pupils had the opportunity

to try to identify the herbs

by smell and sight. Ms

Limb, the pathway leader

was impressed how many

herbs the pupils

recognised.

Horticulture
Pathway



Digital Pathway – 
DSLR Cameras

We’re continuing to develop our DSLR

photography and looking at the rules of

photography. As part of this, the Digital

Pathway visited the West Yorkshire

countryside, taking some stunning

photographs of the views. 

They tried to use the rules they have been

focusing on – framing the subject, negative

space and unusual angles. 

They are getting really good at using the DSLR

cameras and remembering the rules to take

creative photographs!





Living Skills
Pathway –
Bedsit 

This year living skills pathway have moved to a bigger classroom that

has space at the back to be transformed into the class bedsit!

We started with a big clean and sort out. 

We have looked at different cleaning techniques and researched

cleaning hacks like using lemons and salt to clean chopping boards. 

We have given both the lounge and kitchen area a huge deep clean. 

We then researched household items and thought about what we

would need in our bedsit and kitchen. 

We then made a shopping list for IKEA. We estimated how much items

would cost and then headed off to IKEA to check the real prices and

buy a few items!

Performing Arts –
Access All Areas
Performing Arts Pathway went on a backstage tour of Oldham

Coliseum theatre. 

Lucy greeted us in the box office first. 

Alyx showed us round and we were allowed to look in all the areas

that nobody else gets to see! 

We explored the different levels of the theatre and learned a bit about

the history of the Coliseum. 

We learned about what happens backstage,

with lighting, sound and set. We were allowed

to explore the props store in the basement

and we met the wardrobe mistress and her

team, who were working on some secret

designs for their upcoming pantomime. 

We went on stage for a skills workshop with

Alyx, focussing on developing our vocal

skills and projecting our voices!

Everyone agreed it was an interesting day

out and we got to see so much and met

lots of people and found out about all the

job roles involved in working at a theatre. 



Mentor
Mia 
One of the performing arts pathway

pupils Mia, has been mentoring some

of the Year 7 classes during their

drama lessons. 

Mia has been sharing her Makaton

skills and leads the Year 7 chorus to

sign during one of the

performances that forms

part of our pantomime. 

The Year 7 pupils said they

enjoyed having Mia show

them how to sign and Mia

definitely enjoyed being in

charge! 

Poppy
Appeal
A huge well done must go to

everyone associated with Samuel

Laycock who helped to raise this

fantastic amount for the Poppy

Appeal!



Dylan Plays
Fair 
During the October half-term holiday,

Dylan took part in a football

competition for his disability football

team - Stalybridge Celtic - against over

15 other football teams including Man

City, Man United, Liverpool, Everton,

West Brom and others. 

He, alongside his teammates, had a

great day and won the ‘Fairplay Award’

for showing great support and

sportsmanship to all of the other

teams. 

Emily Wins an
Award
Emily in Year 8 attends Guides every week and

recently received a very special award from

the guiding division, The Rachel Alexandra

Rogers Award. 

She was nominated by her leaders because

she attends meetings weekly, achieves

badges and received lots of badges learning

new skills during the lockdown whilst she was

shielding. 

Her leaders describe her as enthusiastic, they

look forward to her coming to the group each

week to tell them all she has achieved at

school too. 



7G Assembly - Equality
7G’s assembly was about the core value of

equality.

They learned that equality means we are to be

treated with respect, dignity and kindness. They

learned that our equality is protected by our

Human Rights and that these cannot be taken

away from us.

They reflected on how

our Human Rights are

respected at Samuel

Laycock, including our right to an education, assembly, voting, privacy

and expression.

They thought about places in the world where something as simple

as saying how you feel or playing a team sport is not yet guaranteed,

and that protesting is a vital way to protect our Human Rights.

They marched into assembly waving their placards with pride!

7T Assembly - Courage
The theme for 7T's assembly was

'courage...'

They talked about what courage meant to

them.

They thought being courageous was telling

the truth, standing up at assembly, helping

friends who were being bullied and finding

their inner strength.

All the pupils did really well and gave us

food for thought.



Thomas Dives
to Success 
Thomas, from 8C, has been attending

diving lesson outside of school and is

always sharing his experiences with the

class. 

Tom won a special award for most

improved student. 

We all love hearing about how Tom gets

on and are all really proud of him.

Breaking
Barriers 
A Theatre Company called "Breaking Barriers"

ran a workshop for 40 of our pupils.

This workshop was commissioned by Greater

Manchester Police and aimed to raise awareness

around County Lines and Child Criminal

Exploitation, to support young people to make healthy decisions. 

The pupils watched a 20-minute monologue based on a true story, where the character Sean

shows us how he was groomed into becoming part of a gang running drugs and the impact this

had on him, his future and his family. 

This was a really powerful production and the pupils actively listened, engaging in thought-

provoking conversations afterwards. We are so proud of our pupils and impressed by how much

they learned. 



D of E
Preparation  
This half term, the Sports and

Outdoor pathway are attending

Castleshaw Centre in Oldham as part

of their outdoor education and in

preparation for their Duke of

Edinburgh awards. 

The pupils have participated in map

work and a challenging walk around

the site’s reservoirs. 

They walked along the moorland

that had unfortunately been

previously damaged by grass fires

and got a feel for the countryside

walking along the route.

The group did excellently when it

came to teamwork, navigation and

map reading and in total the pupils

walked 2.6 miles! 



D of E Bronze  
Samuel Laycock are pleased to

present to you their first ever cohort

of Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award achievers!

Five Year 11 students from the sports and outdoors pathway

have successfully completed their Bronze Award. 

Trees from Notcutts  
Notcutts Garden Centre

have been giving trees to

the local community, and

pupils from the

Horticulture Pathway

went on the minibus to

collect some of them. 

Each pupil picked their

own tree and then planted

them near our polytunnel. 

The horticulture area is developing nicely and the

pupils are very proud of the work that they are

doing!



Performing Arts were invited by the New Bridge MAT to

watch The Lion King musical as part of their studies. 

We had an amazing night! The show was a riot of colour,

featuring amazing puppetry and dancing. 

We loved the costumes and the clever set design and

props. Lots of notes were taken by Mrs Loughran for our

school panto! 

“It was amazing!” – Jessica 

“I’m so happy now!” – Mia 

“I loved the giraffe!” - Faizan 

Thank you to Mrs Wilson and all the staff who accompanied

us and to all the parents for dropping and collecting. 

Our pupils were a credit to Samuel Laycock as always,

remembering their manners and speaking politely to other

theatre-goers. Well done everyone! 

The Lion King 



C r e a t i n g  M e a n i n g f u l  F u t u r e s

L e a r n i n g  To g e t h e r

L e a r n i n g  f o r  A l l

L e a r n i n g  f o r  L i f e

SAMUEL LAYCOCK SCHOOL

Broadoak Road

Ashton Under Lyne, 

OL6 8RF

T 0161 344 1992

E adminslk@newbridgegroup.org 

HEADTEACHER

Helen Wilson

CEO

Graham Quinn


