
Intent 

At Samuel Laycock we strongly believe that a high-quality education in English will enable pupils to develop 
culturally, emotionally, socially and spiritually. Learning to read is a basic human right and opens a world of 
possibilities, enabling pupils to both acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. We want our 
pupils to participate as fully as possible as members of society by learning to read to the best of their ability.  

Implementation - Reading 

At Samuel Laycock we believe that every pupil is a unique learner. We provide a range of reading strategies and 
support that are appropriate for each pupil.  Through the reading strategies pupils develop their skills in word 
recognition, comprehension, fluency and accuracy. Reading strategies include: 

• designated reading lessons  

• reading scheme – Rapid Plus 

• Apps to support independent learning 

• Reading Plus – online reading programme 

• Phonics 

• Access to the school library 

• Reading areas in classrooms and throughout school 

• Literature Spine  
Pupils identified as needing additional support attend daily intervention lessons either one to one or within a small 
group. 
 

Implementation – Speaking and Listening 

At Samuel Laycock School we recognise the importance of teaching speaking and listening in every lesson and 
endeavour to include some form of verbal dialogue.  The modelling of correct responses, with eye contact, 
appropriate pitch in voice, non-verbal cues and a wide range of vocabulary can enhance pupil’s ability to 
effectively communicate. Pupils are given the opportunity through English lessons to learn new vocabulary 
develop confidence in listening to and using dialogue for a range of purposes.  Pupils are encouraged to use 
speaking and listening skills to solve problems, speculate, share ideas, make decisions and reflect on what is 
important. Social relations in the classroom depend on communication, and pupil confidence and attitudes to 
learning are affected by friendships and positive interaction. Therefore, having the right words to express their 
thoughts, to rationalise their ideas, and talk about their feelings and viewpoints are essential for all areas of the 
curriculum and is not exclusive to English.  
 
Teachers use a wide repertoire of activities to create real dialogue and depth of thought within classroom 
discussions.  These include: 

• teacher-pupil talk 

• pupil-pupil talk 

• questioning 

• role-play 

• debate 

• hot seating 

• games 
 
Many pupils at Samuel Laycock have Speech and Language Therapy targets and support and these are identified 
on pupil’s Personalised Learning Plans, these are implemented during English lessons and other areas of the 
curriculum.  
 

Implementation – Writing 
At Samuel Laycock we use Talk for Writing as our approach for teaching English. The Talk for Writing approach 
enables pupils to read and write independently for a variety of audiences and purposes within different subjects. A 
key feature is that pupils internalise the language structures needed to write through ‘talking the text’, as well as 
close reading. The approach moves from dependence towards independence, with the teacher using shared and 
guided teaching to develop the ability in pupils to write creatively and powerfully. The key phases of the Talk for 
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Writing process enable pupils to imitate orally the language they need for a particular topic, before reading and 
analysing it, and then writing their own version. Talk for Writing is a fun, creative yet rigorous approach to writing. 
 
Key Stage 3 Writing  
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 7 Fiction – 
Portal Story 
 

Non-fiction 
Instructional 
Text  

Non-Fiction - 
Persuasion 
(travel)   

Poetry – 
Visual and 
performance  

Non-Fiction - 
Review / 
Comment  

Shakespeare 

(Macbeth)  

Short write – 

Play script 

Year 8 Fiction – 
Warning 
Story  

Non-Fiction –  
Information / 
explanatory 
texts 

Non-Fiction - 

Persuade and 

advise 

(Environmental) 

 

Poetry  
Visual and 
performance 

Non-Fiction - 

Review and 

Comment  

 

Shakespeare  
A Mid-
Summer 
Nights Dream 

Year 9 Fiction – 
Defeat the 
Monster 

Non-Fiction – 
Review and 
Comment - 
Newspaper 
Report 
 

Non-fiction –  
Persuade and 
argue 
(Environmental) 
 

Poetry – 
Performance  
Showcase  
 

Non-fiction –  
Information 

and 

explanatory 

texts  

 

Shakespeare 
- Romeo and 
Juliet 

 
The process for writing is highly structured taking on a multi-sensory approach that focusses on structure, 
repetition and overlearning allowing pupils to build on previous skills in each unit and genre of writing. Pupils use 
the approach to write for a range of purposes both fictional texts and non-fiction.  

 
Impact 

All pupils are assessed in: 
 

• Word reading 

• Comprehension 

• Writing 

• Spelling 

• Grammar 

• Speaking and Listening 
 

This is recorded using the ‘I can’ statements on Dashboard which shows small steps of progress for pupils. 

Careers 

At Samuel Laycock we believe that all aspects of our English curriculum provide students with the skills they need 
to be successful in any career they choose: literacy is a key element of the real and working world. 

 


